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Research Methods in Second Language Acquisition
Course description
The course presents a general perspective of the research methods commonly
employed in second language acquisition. Students are introduced to the
quantitative and qualitative paradigms and are made familiar with the main study
types within these two paradigms (quasi-experimental, relational, case study,
ethnographic, etc). Students also learn about a range of instruments used in data
collection and have a chance to have some practical experience. The course will
make it easier for students to better understand the studies that they will need to
read in other courses of the programme. More specifically, it will help them develop
critical reading skills in order to be able to identify weaknesses and strengths in
empirical research.
Syllabus
1. Introduction to research

a.
b.
c.
d.

The abstract and sections in a research report
Types of studies (exploratory, review, methodological, empirical, etc)
Introduction to bibliographic resources
Introduction to qualitative and qualitative research

2. Quantitative research
a. Main components
b. Research design
c. (Quasi)experimental and non-experimental research
d. Internal and external validity
e. Overview of statistical tests
3. Qualitative research
a. Basic research
b. Case study research
c. Ethnography
d. Conversation analysis
e. Standards of quality
4. Instruments
a. Validity and reliability
b. Surveys and Interviews
c. Introspective methods
d. Measurement of proficiency
e. Psycholinguistic techniques
Methodology
- Short lectures
- Class discussion
- Practice activities
Students are expected to do weekly readings and answer a number of questions.
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Evaluation
a) Continuous Assessment:
- Practical exercises and assignments: 50%
- Final exam (25% individual; 25% in pairs and based on evaluation of two empirical
studies)
b) One-off Assessment:
- Practical exercises and assignments (to be handed in on the day of the exam): 50%
- Final exam: 50%
The assessment for the second sitting will follow the same criteria as the evaluation of
one-off assessment students.
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